THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY

History 158

Modern Jewish History

Professor Marc Saperstein

A survey of major events and trends in the history of the Jewish people from the eighteenth century to 1948. Central themes include the impact of Enlightenment and the struggle for Emancipation, new religious expressions of Judaism, modern antisemitism and the Holocaust, Zionism, and the American experience. Focus will be on the analysis of primary sources.   

Required Texts

Paul Mendes-Flohr and Jehuda Reinharz, editors, The Jew in the Modern World: A Documentary History. Oxford, 1995 paperback. 

This text should be brought to each meeting of the course.

Howard Sachar, A History of the Jews in the Modern World

For each session, a book is listed under "Additional Bibliography" with a brief explanation. These are important books published within the last few years; it is not expected that students will read them for the sessions in which they are listed, but any one may be used as the basis of a final paper.

Schedule of Meetings, Topics, Readings, Reports

1.  Jan 18: Introduction to the Course: 

     Periodization, the Medieval Background (Status, Vertical Alliance, Hostility, Expulsions) 

2. Jan 20: Early Modern Changes: Amsterdam, England, New World; the Court Jew
Readings

     JiMW, pp. 10-20, 57-60, 452-54

     Sachar, pp. 1-25, 158-59
Additional Bibliography:

     Adam Sutcliffe, Judaism and Enlightenment (2003). Attitudes toward Judaism and Jews among European intellectuals of the Enlightenment. 
3. Jan 25: Eighteenth-Century Debates Over Jewish Status
Readings 

     JiMW, pp. 22-53, 304-8

     Sachar, pp. 25-29
Additional Bibliography:

      Jonathan Hess, Germans, Jews and the Claims of Modernity. (2002). On the interaction between German and Jewish thinkers on the role of Jews in modern society.
4. Jan 27: Jewish Enlightenment: Mendelssohn and His Circle, Reactions
Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 61-99 (focus on documents II, 7-10, pp. 68-80)
     Sachar, pp. 29-33
Additional Bibliography:
      Shmuel Feiner, The Jewish Enlightenment (2002). A prize-winning study of the Jewish movement in the context of the general European movement fostering secularism and liberalism.
5. Feb 1: The French Revolution, Napoleon, Emancipation in Western Europe

Readings:

     JiMW , pp. 114-18, 121-41 (focus on documents III,2, pp. 114-16, 10-14, pp. 123-33)      
     Sachar, pp. 34-48 
Additional Bibliography:

     Ronald Schechter, Obstinate Hebrews: Representations of Jews in France, 1715-1815 (2003). Images of Jews among French intellectuals and the impact on Jewish self-conceptions before, during, and after the French Revolution.
6. Feb 3: German and British Paths Toward Emancipation

Readings:

     JiMW , pp. 141-54

     Sachar, 46-50, 73-81, 86-99
Additional Bibliography:

     Pierre Birnbaum and Ira Katznelson, eds., Paths of Emancipation: Jews States, and Citizenship, chaps. 3 and 5 (1995). A collection of articles showing that the process of emancipation varied significantly in different political environments. 
First written exercise due in class: 3-4 pages on JiMW, III, #21, pp. 144-45 The exercise is to analyze what the text can teach us about the debates over the status of Jews in the early nineteenth-century German lands. You may use any of the course readings you consider relevant, but do not do outside research for this paper. It will not be accepted late, as it will be discussed in class.

7. February 8: Jewish Responses to Emancipation: Social and Ideological Assimilation, Wissenschaft, Political Activism

Readings:

     JiMW, 118-21, 250-53, 256-61

     Sachar, 100-27    
Additional Bibliography:

     Heidi Tewarson, Rahel Varnhagen: The Life and Work of a German Jewish Intellectual  (1998). Based on new archival material, a biography of a Jewish woman who corresponded with leading German literary figures and ultimately converted. 
8. Feb. 10: Jewish Responses to Emancipation: Reform Judaism and Its Opponents
Readings: 

     JiMW, pp. 161-206, focus: documents 2-5
     Sachar, 127-29, 133-35, 171-74
Additional Bibliography:

      Meyer, Response to Modernity A History of the Reform Movement in Judaism (1995). An outstanding recent survey of Reform Judaism in its historical context.
9. Feb 15: Jewish Responses to Emancipation: “Modern Jewish Studies”

Readings: 

      JiMW, pp. 211-37
      Sachar, pp. 130-37
Additional Bibliography
      Ismar Schorsch, From Text to Context: The Turn to History in Modern Judaism (1994). The intellectual, political, and social context of the new, critical approach to the history of Judaism and the Jewish people.
10. Feb 17: Gentile Reactions to Emancipation: Antisemitism (pre-1879)
Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 309-31, 334-338

     Sachar, pp. 226-32, 242-51
Additional Bibliography:

     Paul Lawrence Rose, German Question/Jewish Question: Revolutionary Antisemitism from Kant to Wagner (1990). Anti-Jewish themes especially in left-wing writers arguing that Jews opposed progress toward liberty, morality, humanitarianism.
11. Feb 22: Gentile Reactions to Emancipation: Antisemitism (1879 and following)

Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 331-334, 339-71; focus: documents 20 (von Treitschke) 26 (Protocols)
     Sachar, pp. 222-26, 232-41, 251-54
Additional Bibliography:

     Peter Pulzer, The Rise of Political Anti-Semitism in Germany and Austria (1988). The transformation of antisemitism from a prejudice and doctrine to the ideology of political movements. 
12. Feb 24: Jewish Responses to Antisemitism: Defense, Self-Hate, Zionism

Readings:

     JiMW, 267-76, 532-47
     Sachar, 255-62, 263-71
Additional Bibliography: 

Sander Gilman, Jewish Self-Hatred: Anti-Semitism and the Hidden Language of the Jews (1986). The acceptance by Jews of certain anti-Jewish accusations made by hostile outsiders. 
13. March 1:Eastern Europe: Hasidism and Its Traditionalist Opponents
Readings:

     JiMW, 387-400, 137-38, 284-86
     Sachar, pp. 13-14, 51-72
Additional Bibliography:

     Ada Rapoport-Albert, ed.: Hasidism Reappraised (esp. Parts 2, 6 & 8 for history) (1996).
     Allan Nadler, The Faith of the Mithnagdim: Rabbinic Responses to Hasidic Rapture (1997). Presentation of the doctrine of opponents to Hasidism as a coherent system of thought.
14. March 3, Russian Policies, Pogroms

Readings:

      JiMW,, 375-80, 408-413 

      Sachar, pp. 183-88, 192-206
Additional Bibliography:

      Hans Rogger, Jewish Policies and Right-Wing Politics in Imperial Russia (1986). The interaction of prejudice and politics that determined official antisemitic policy and culminated in the pogroms.
Second written exercise, on documents VIII, 24 and 25 (pp. 409-10) due in class.
15. March 8: Eastern Europe: Haskalah and Acculturation

Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 381-86, 400-404 
     Sachar, pp. 175-83, 188-92
Additional Bibliography:

     Benjamin Nathans, Beyond the Pale: The Jewish Encounter with Late Imperial Russia (2002). Studies the small number of privileged Jews allowed to live in St. Petersburg and their aspirations for social integration.
16: March 10: discussion meeting with TA 
17. March 22: Eastern Europe: Jewish Socialism
Readings:

     JiMW, 262-65, 405-406, 419-433
     Sachar, pp. 284-313
Additional Bibliography:

      Joshua Zimmerman, Poles, Jews, and the Politics of Nationality: The Bund and the Polish Socialist Party in Late Tsarist Russia, 1892-1914 (2004). Relationship between two socialist parties in pre-WW I Poland, one committed to Jewish assimilation, the other to Jewish national autonomy.
18. March 24: Zionism in Europe, continued
Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 548-82
     Sachar, 271-79, 394-63
Additional Bibliography:

     Steven Zipperstein, Elusive Prophet: Ahad Ha’am and the Origins of Zionism (1993). Biography of the leading public intellectual of east-European Zionism, a critic of Herzl’s political approach.
19. March 29: World War I and Its Aftermath

Readings:

      JiMW, pp. 432-448

      Sachar, pp. 314-43, 469-91
      Sermons by Rabbi George Silverstone of Washington D.C., October 1914, and Rabbi Herman Gollancz of London, September 1918 (links on Blackboard)
20. March 31: Hitler and Pre-War Nazi Germany
Readings:

      JiMW, pp.636-660

      Sachar, pp. 492-526
Additional Bibliography:

      Marian Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair (1998)  Focuses on the experience of Jews in Nazi Germany, especially women, based on contemporary sources (diaries, letters, newspapers).
21. April 5: The Holocaust: Implementation

Readings:

      JiMW, pp. 660-66, 679-82, 684-690 
      Sachar, pp. 526-50
Additional Bibliography:
      Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland (1993)
      Daniel Goldhagen, Hitler's Willing Executioners: Ordinary Germans and the Holocaust (1996)
Two contesting explanations of how Germans became mass-murderers
22. April 7: The Holocaust: Jewish Experience and Response

Readings:

      JiMW, pp. 666-79, 683-84, 690-99

      Sachar, pp. 551-71
Additional Bibliography:

     Daniel Blatman, For Our Freedom and Yours: The Jewish Labour Bund in Poland, 1939-1949 (2003).     The dilemmas of Jewish socialists in occupied Poland: whether to count on the support of non-Jewish socialists or ally themselves with Jewish groups of radically different (Zionist) ideologies.
Third written exercise, on document XI, 24 (pp. 666-68) due in class.
23. April 12: Zionism in Palestine

Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 582-633); focus: documents 28 (Jabotinsky), 38 (Hashomer Hazair)

     Sachar, 279-83, 363-69, 572-94
Additional Bibliography:
     Ilan Troen, Imagining Zion: Dreams, Designs, and Realities in a Century of Jewish Settlement (2003).   The role of ideology and practical considerations in the planning of agricultural settlements, towns, and cities for the Jewish population in the Land of Israel.
April 14: No Meeting, Second Day of Pesach

April 19: No Meeting, Eighth Day of Pesach

24. April 21: The American Experience (Nineteenth Century)
Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 455-80 

     Sachar, 160-74
     Sermon by M. H. Michelbacher of Richmond, VA, March 1863 (link on Blackboard)

Additional Bibliography:

     Emily Bingham, Mordecai: An Early American Family (2003). A fascinating study of this family over several generations.
25. April 26, discussion and review session with TA

26: April 28: The American Experience (First half of Twentieth Century)

Readings:

     JiMW, pp. 481-528  focus documents 30 (Magnes) 31 (Brandeis), 33 (Kaplan), 35 (Revel)
     Sachar, 370-98

Additional Bibliography:

     Tony Michels, A Fire in Their Hearts: Yiddish Socialists in New York (2005). The movement created by Russian Jewish intellectual immigrants to New York based on socialism, secularism, social justice, and Yiddish language and culture. 
     Max Wallace: The American Axis: Henry Ford: Charles Lindbergh, and the Rise of the Third Reich (2003). Illustrates the power of antisemitic ideologies in America of the 1920s and 1930s. 
Requirements for the Course

Three Short Written Exercises (3-4 pages each):

February 3 (Debate over Emancipation in Germany) (10%)
March 3 (Two Descriptions of the Kishinev Pogrom) (10%)
April 7 (a Diary from the Warsaw Ghetto) (10%)
Final Paper (10-12 pages) (30%)

Final Examination (35%)

Regular attendance, preparation of assigned readings, participation in class discussion. (5%)

In order to receive accommodations on the basis of disability, students with special needs must give notice and provide proper documentation to the Office of Disability Support Services, Marvin Center 436, 994-8250.
