Islamic Historiographies
REL 6401.10
sample syllabus 

(content and schedule is subject to change)
Instructor: Kelly Pemberton

email: kpembert@gwu.edu
office: 2106 G St., NW

office phone: (202) 994-6363
Course description
This course will (1) examine Muslim historiographic traditions from the 7th to 15th centuries, including what they looked like and how they developed; (2) introduce students to the development of scholarly methods used to evaluate the source materials for these traditions in the formative and classical periods of Islam; and (3) investigate some key developments in post-classical, non-Arabic Islamic historiographic traditions in the Indian Subcontinent, Ottoman Turkey, and the Persian lands.  While most of the course will be devoted to reading and analyzing translations of historiographies, the problematics surrounding academic approaches to Islam since the 1960s will also inform our reading and analyses of many of these primary source materials.  In that regard, the key secondary sources that have shaped studies of Islam, such as Edward Said’s Orientalism, will become focal points of some of our class discussions and assignments.
Course goals

1. To outline the development of Islamic historiography in its classical and post-classical periods, in Arabic and other major Islamic languages

2. To understand the different genres of Islamic historiographic writing and their functions in society and politics

Learning Outcomes: 

at the end of this course, students will be able to
1. Discuss some of the social and political functions of Islamic historiographic writing in the classical and post-classical periods 

2. Demonstrate a basic understanding of some of the major developments and literature of the Islamic historiographic tradition of the classical period (7th to 15th centuries)

3. Evaluate some of the main developments in post-classical, non-Arabic Islamic historiographic traditions 

4. Apply one or more scholarly methods used to analyze primary source materials in classical Islamic historiography

Required texts for purchase
1. Ibn Khaldun. The Muqaddimah: An Introduction to History. Abridged edition. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005.

2. W. Montgomery Watt (Translator), M. V. McDonald (Translator), The History of Al-Tabari, Vol. 6: Muhammad at Mecca (SUNY Series in Near Eastern Studies) [Paperback], 1988

3. Al-Jabarti, `Abd al-Rahman. Al-Jabarti’s History of Egypt. Edited and with an introduction by Jane Hathaway. Princeton: Markus Wiener Publishers, 2009.

4. Edward Said, Orientalism
5. Chase F. Robinson, Islamic Historiography (Themes in Islamic History).  Cambridge U Press, 2002

6. Amira Al-Azhary Sonbol, Beyond The Exotic: Women's Histories In Islamic Societies (Gender, Culture, and Politics in the Middle East), 2005

7. Iqtidar Husain Siddiqui, Indo-Persian Historiography up to the Thirteenth Century (2010)

Additional Required Reading is located on Blackboard, in the folders marked "Reading" (Bb: = reading located on Blackboard).  These comprise excerpts from the texts below

Optional Texts for Purchase (excerpts from these texts have been uploaded to Blackboard)
1. Muhammad Abu Raihan al-Beruni, Alberuni’s India, transl.. Edward Sachau 
2. Katib Çelebi, Mizan ul-Haqq (The Balance of Truth)
3. Richard M Eaton, Essays on Islam and Indian History
…You are responsible for completing all assigned reading listed in the syllabus on or before the day it is listed.
Assignments and grade percentages (see descriptions below):

POLICIES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

A. Academic Integrity

I personally support the GW Code of Academic Integrity. It states: “Academic dishonesty is defined as cheating of any kind, including misrepresenting one's own work, taking credit for the work of others without crediting them and without appropriate authorization, and the fabrication of information.” For the remainder of the code, see: http://www.gwu.edu/~ntegrity/code.html
B. University Counseling Center (UCC) 202-994-5300
The University Counseling Center (UCC) offers 24/7 assistance and referral to address students' personal, social, career, and study skills problems. Services for students include:

· crisis and emergency mental health consultations

· confidential assessment, counseling services (individual and small group), and referrals

http://gwired.gwu.edu/counsel/CounselingServices/AcademicSupportServices
C. Netiquette

While it is important for you to be able to express your opinions, no matter whether or how much they differ from others, you should remain civil, professional, and courteous at all times.  Each person who writes will have his or her post read by other (real!) people.  It is sometimes easy to misinterpret what others are saying, so don’t rush to conclusions.  Don’t attack others for their opinions, although I readily encourage you to express your disagreements.  If you need clarification on something I or someone else wrote, just ask! Please also respect the following additional requests:

· proofread and use spell check when you write 
· write in complete words and sentences, and do not use texting shorthand

· remember you can always go back and reopen something you have written, in order to modify or correct the post.  There is no need to make multiple posts of essentially the same material
· if something someone has written makes you very upset, give yourself at least a day before responding.  Messages written in anger are usually regretted later

The instructor reserves the right to remove any post deemed offensive or otherwise inappropriate, without prior notification to the student.  This includes posts containing language that is rude, hateful, racist, sexist, insulting, profane, or otherwise offensive.  Posts that are off topic or that only serve to vent your frustrations will also be promptly removed. 
D. DSS SERVICES
Any student who may need an accommodation based on the potential impact of a disability should contact the Disability Support Services office at 202-994-8250 in the Rome Hall, Suite 102 (801 22nd St), to establish eligibility and to coordinate reasonable accommodations. For additional information please refer to: http://gwired.gwu.edu/dss/
COURSE OUTLINE
I. Introductory remarks 
II. (week 1)
	· Robinson, Introduction, Part I 

	Excerpts from the al-Bukhari and Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj Hadith collections

	III. (week 2)
· Robinson, Introduction, Part II
· al-Tabari/Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, pp. 44-87

	IV: (week 3)
· Robinson, Introduction, Part III

	· al-Tabari/Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, pp.88-156

	V: (week 4)

	· Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddimah, Introduction and Book I, chs-2-4


	VI: (week 5)

	· Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddimah, Book I, chs. 5 & 6


VII: (week 6)
	· Ibn Khaldun, Muqaddimah, Book I, “Preparatory Discussion”

	


	VIII. (week 7)


	· Al-Jabarti/Hathaway, Al-Jabarti’s History of Egypt

	
	IX. (week 8)
· Al-Jabarti/Hathaway, Al-Jabarti’s History of Egypt

	
	X: (week 9)
· Siddiqui, Indo-Persian Historiography
· Excerpts from Najh al-Balagha (sayings of Ali ibn Abi Talib)

	XI: (week 10)

	· Muhammad Abu Raihan al-Beruni, Alberuni’s India
· Eaton, chs. 1 & 2


	XII: (week 11)

	· Katib Çelebi, Mizan ul-Haqq (The Balance of Truth)
XIII. (week 12)

· Amira Al-Azhary Sonbol, Beyond The Exotic: Women's Histories In Islamic Societies
XIV: (week 13)

· Said, Orientalism (1st half)
XV: (week 14)

· Said, Orientalism (2nd half)
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