Pre-Proposal  Research
Post a blog entry (please title it with your name – i.e. John’s Topic)  in which you discuss:

1. The research topic you are currently considering.  (See the next page for some suggestions on how to form your topic.)   What approaches do you have in mind? (You may want to use the concept map again to work through this.  You can download blank ones from Blackboard Electronic Reserves).  

2. Your initial research experience.   Use the Gelman website (not Google) to find (at least) one article related to your topic in a scholarly journal (this eliminates newspapers and mainstream magazines).  If you would like more guidance on how to navigate the website, view the videos here.* Scroll down past the video for tips on brainstorming topics as well.  
Ask yourself some questions about your research.  What kind of articles are you finding?  A lot of coverage of your topic?  Very little coverage? What search terms have you used? (It helps to keep a log of these.) What search strategies have you used (advanced searches, truncation, narrowing or broadening the terms)?  Remember, you can IM a reference librarian from the Gelman homepage if you run into problems.  Then ask questions of your topic?  Do you still think it’s manageable? 
After you’ve posted your entry, read at least two other topic proposals and comment, asking questions and offering substantive suggestions.  Go back later to read the comments left for you on your proposal.  Respond to at least one of those comments. 
Once you have a general topic in mind, it’s time to start thinking about how you will approach it.  This is the point at which you start doing some preliminary research, before you know what you’re doing. As a model for your blog post, please consider this:

 My own experience provides an example of how research can lead in new directions. 

Kathy’s Research Adventure

I knew I was going to be writing a book on the Star Trek fandom.  What kind of book was still unclear to me.  I had already sat down with someone well connected to the fandom and he had given me a list of names (which I feverishly scribbled down as he rattled them off during our hour long conversation).  Beginning with these names (many of which I got wrong when I originally wrote them down) and the broad topic of writing a history of the Star Trek fandom that would also parallel the rise of media fandom in general, I began my research.   I started with the name I was most confident about - Richard Arnold - and then allowed my research to branch out from there.  I immediately found out I had two of the names wrong (assuming they were *men* because it was the Star Trek fandom after all!) and gradually came to the realization that the driving force behind the Star Trek fandom *from the start* has been women.  This then began to look like a promising angle for the book - not only did the Star Trek fandom essentially begin media fandom, but it has been from its inception a female activity.  This wound up shaping much of my thinking of the project from then on.  An afternoon's research yielded a dozen books I knew I had to read, at least six people I knew it was essential to interview and a direction for the project.

� Note – my initial research consisted of searching the Aladin catalog, Google, Wikipedia, and Amazon.  These are all fine entry points, though obviously you will want to deepen your research as you begin to zero in on a topic. 








