(Sample syllabus, Classics 101)

Israeli Society and Culture

Classics 101, Spring 2004

Instructor: Yaron Peleg

Office and hours: Phillips 343, M/W 2-3pm or by appointment

Contact: ex. 4-6198, ypeleg@gwu.edu

Description: 

This course will explore some of the major issues that preoccupied and shaped Israeli society since the establishment of the State in 1948 by examining their reflection in contemporary, Hebrew, Israeli fiction. The course will focus on four areas, the legacy of Zionist ideology, Jewish religious fundamentalism, the legacy of the Holocaust and Post-Zionism. For each of these areas or themes, students will read short stories, novels and other supporting, nonfiction and/or research materials and view films as assigned. Sessions will be divided into discussion of assigned readings, lectures on the historical background of each period and on the literary treatment of these themes.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to read the assigned pages and view films by the date specified. Timely reading and viewing is essential for class discussion. There will be 4 short papers (3-4 pages) based on the assigned readings and class discussions and a take-home research paper (7-10 pages). The short papers will be due at the conclusion of each unit. The take home research final will be due a week after the last day of classes. 

Final grades will be determined on the basis of:

15% - Informed class participation

50% - 4 papers (3-4 pages each)

35% - Final research paper, take-home (7-10 pages) 

Required Reading/viewing:

Reader, short stories by Amos Oz and A. B. Yehoshua + articles (R)

The Rosendorf Quartet, Natan Shaham

The Immortal Bartfuss, Aharon Appelfeld

Human Parts, Orly Castel-Bloom

Films will be on reserve at the Gelman Library basement. 

Recommended Reading:

Shlomo Avineri,
The Making of Modern Zionism

Lawrence Silberstein,
New Perspectives on Israeli History




The Postzionist Debates
Tom Segev,

The Seventh Million
Yossi Melman,
The New Israelis
SYLLABUS

1. The Zionist Legacy (part 1)
       Short stories: Amos Oz and A. B. Yehoshua
	January 12

January 14

January 19

January 21

January 26

January 28

February 02

February 04
	- Introduction

- Amos Oz, “Nomads and Viper” (R)

                    “Where the Jackals Howl” (R)

 - Lawrence Silberstein, “Zionism Discourse and its Binary Foundations,” pp. 21-45. (R)

- Martin Luther King day. No class. 

- A. B. Yehoshua, “Galia’s Wedding” (R)

- Jehuda Reinharz, “The Transition from Yishuv to State,” pp. 27-39 (R)

- Amos Oz, “The Way of the Wind” (R)

                    “The Trapists Monastery”  (R)     

- Daniel Boyarin, “The Colonial Drag,” pp. 271-285, 304-312 (R)

- Yehoshua, “Early in the summer of 1970” (R)

- Amos Oz, ”A Hollow Stone” (R)

- Film:   Sallah Shabbati                                           1st paper due


2. The Zionist Legacy (part 2)
      Novel: The Rosendorf Quartet, Nathan Shaham
	February 9

February 11

February 16

February 18

February 23

February 25

March 1
	- The Rosendorf Quartet, pp. 1-60

- Tom Segev, “Working and Fighting Hands,” pp. 117-154 (R)

- The Rosendorf Quartet, pp. 60-120

- President’s Day. No Class. 

- The Rosendorf Quartet, pp. 120-180

- Tom Segev, “Nameless People,” pp. 155-194 (R)

- The Rosendorf Quartet, pp. 180-240

- The Rosendorf Quartet, pp. 240-300                      
- The Rosendorf Quartet, pp. 300-357                       2nd paper due


3. Messianism and Politics
       Film: Time of Favor
	March 3

March 8

March 10


	- Ian Lustick, “Jewish Fundametalism and the Israeli-Palestinian Impasse,” pp. 104-116 (R)
- Ehud Sprinzak, “The Politics, Institutions, and Culture of Gush Emunim,” pp. 117-129, 144-145 (R)

- Amos Oz, “The Finger of God?” 51-73 (R)

- Film: Inside God’s Bunker (in class)
3rd paper (response to in-class film, due after break, March 22)


	March 15

March 17
	Spring Break

Spring Break


4. The Legacy of the Holocaust

Novel: The Immortal Bartfuss, Aharon Appelfeld
	March 22

March 24

March 29

March 31

April 5
	- The Immortal Bartfuss, pp. 

- Dina Porat, “Attitudes of the Young State of Israel toward the Holocaust and Its Survivors,” pp. 157-170 (R)

- The Immortal Bartfuss, pp. 

- Tom Segev, “A Barrier of Blood and Silence,” pp. 153-186 (R)

- The Immortal Bartfuss, pp. 

- Appelfeld, “First Lecture,” pp. 3-23 (R)

- The Immortal Bartfuss, pp. 

- Passover. No class. 


5. “Post-Zionism”

        Novel: Human Parts, Orly Castel-Bloom

	April 7

April 12

April 13

April 14

April 19

April 21

April 26

April 28

April 29

May 10
	- Appelfeld, “Second Lecture,” pp. 27-39 (R)

- Film: The Seventh Million                                           4th paper due
- Human Parts, pp. 

- Silberstein, “Postzionsim: The Academic Debates,” pp. 89-111 (R)
- Human Parts, pp. (makeup class)

- Silberstein, “Theory and Criticism: The Search for an Alternative Israeli Critical Discourse,” pp. 169-175, 183-206 (R)

- Human Parts, pp. 

- Human Parts, pp.

- Human Parts, pp.

- Tom Segev, “All That Stuff Was Zionism,” pp. 11-46  (R)

- Human Parts, pp.  

- Zeev Sternhall, “A New Zionism for an Open Society,” pp. 51-55 (R)

- Conclusion (makeup class)
- Film: Daniel Wax or Afula Express

Final research/analysis paper due


