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Internet / Web Page Development Handouts: 
 

How to Create Your OWN Webpage!! 
 
Familiar Terms: 
 
HTML  - hypertext markup language - is a general-purpose document formatting language for 
hypertext documents. They are a collection of "tags" that tell the browser how to display the 
contents of a document. 
HTTP  - hypertext transfer protocol. Both HTTP/HTML are standards for sharing documents. 
Hyperlinks - are used to connect one web page to another by associating a word in the document  
URL - (Uniform Resource Locator) -information on the web is accessed via a standard form of 
address. Components of a URL: 

·  Protocol (e.g. http://, ftp://) 
·  World Wide Web (www) 
·  Host computer or server address (e.g. yahoo, aol, netscape)  
·  Suffixes (.COM, .EDU, .GOV, .MIL, .ORG, .NET) 
·  Folders/Directories 
·  File name (e.g. index.html, resume.htm) 
·  Example of URL – http://www.yahoo.com/index.html 

How do hyperlinks work? When you click on a hyperlink the client uses the associated URL to 
send an HTTP request to the web server where the document is located. 
Search Engines: All queries are a function of Boolean or logical operators which include And, 
Or, and Not. 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) – if you have an Internet connection at home, then you have an 
ISP. Example: AOL. 
Downloading information 

·  Downloading pictures from the Web: Place mouse pointer on the picture you want to 
save, click on right mouse, and choose "Save Image As," then choose the location 
where you would like to save the picture to.  You can crop and adjust the picture in 
Microsoft Photo Editor. 

·  Downloading files from the Web 
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Tags Explained 

An element is a fundamental component of the structure of a text document. Some examples of 
elements are heads, tables, paragraphs, and lists. Think of it this way: you use HTML tags to 
mark the elements of a file for your browser.  

To denote the various elements in an HTML document, you use tags. HTML tags consist of a 
left angle bracket (<), a tag name, and a right angle bracket (>). Tags are usually paired (e.g., 
<H1> and </H1>) to start and end the tag instruction. The end tag looks just like the start tag 
except a slash (/) precedes the text within the brackets. HTML tags are provided in the “HTML 
Cheatsheet”.    

Some elements may include an attribute, which is additional information that is included inside 
the start tag. For example, you can specify the alignment of images (top, middle, or bottom) by 
including the appropriate attribute with the image source HTML code. 

NOTE: HTML is not case sensitive. <title> is equivalent to <TITLE>  or <TiTlE> .  

Not all tags are supported by all World Wide Web browsers. If a browser does not support a tag, 
it will simply ignore it. Any text placed between a pair of unknown tags will still be displayed, 
however.  
 
Short Class Example HTML Document 

Every HTML document should contain certain standard HTML tags. Each document consists of 
head and body text. The head contains the title, and the body contains the actual text that is made 
up of paragraphs, lists, and other elements. Browsers expect specific information because they 
are programmed according to HTML specifications.  

Required elements are shown in this sample bare-bones document:  
<html> 
<head> 
<TITLE>A Simple HTML Example</TITLE> 
</head> 
<body> 
<H1>HTML is Easy To Learn</H1> 
<P>Welcome to the world of HTML.  This is the first paragraph. It may be short, but it is still a 
paragraph!</P> 
<P>And this is the second paragraph.</P> 
</body> 
</html> 
 
The required elements are the <html>, <head>, <title>, and <body> tags (and their corresponding 
end tags). Because you should include these tags in each file, you might want to create a 
template file with them.  
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Long Class Example HTML Document 
 
Below is a longer example of an HTML document. Notice that spaces in this file help you figure 
out where heads are used, where a list is placed, etc. Spacing within your source file is quite 
useful when you go back into the file to make changes or to "debug" your HTML.  
You can look at the formatted version when you are done checking through the coding.  
<HTML> 
<HEAD> 
<TITLE>A Longer Example</TITLE> 
</HEAD> 
<BODY> 
     
<H1>Something a Little Harder</H1> 
<P> 
This is a relatively simple HTML document.  Simple is in the eye of the beholder, but if you 
listen carefully and practice, you can create documents like this with no problem! 
</P> 
     
<H2>Special Effects (header 2)</H2> 
<P> 
This second paragraph shows some special effects: a word in <I>italics</I> and a word in 
<B>bold</B>. 
 <P> 
 <H2>You're Done! (header 2)</H2> 
<P> 
This is the end of the longer sample document.  
</P> 
<ADDRESS>Me (me@.univ.edu)</ADDRESS> 
</BODY> 
</HTML> 
 
 
Reference: 
 
National Center for Supercomputing Applications. (2001, Jan 23, 2001). A Beginner's Guide to 
HTML. Retrieved August 18, 2004, from 
http://archive.ncsa.uiuc.edu/General/Internet/WWW/HTMLPrimerAll.html#AE 
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In-Class Exercise A: HTML 
 

Task: Using NOTEPAD only, Build a basic web page with the following information and 
formatting: 
 

o The page should be titled Exercise A 
o Set the background color to black 
o Set the font color to white 
o Put your name at the top of the page using the largest header 
o Under your name list the courses you are currently enrolled in (only one course should 

appear on each line) 
o Go down 2 spaces 
o Add a horizontal line under the courses (use width of “75%” and set the alignment to 

“center” 
o Under the horizontal line write out today’s date (April 9th, 2004) in bold text 
o Save the page to your desktop as “yourname.html”  
o View  your page 
o Now make these changes: 

o Center all the text 
o Make your name red 
o Change the date to appear in italics and yellow font 

 
Things to remember: 
 

o Start all pages with <html> and end with </html> 
o Remember order of tags 

o bold start tagtitle start tagtitle goes here title end tagbold end tag 
o When setting colors, color must go in “quotes” 
o When aligning text, alignment (i.e., left, right, center) must go in “quotes” 
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Code for Exercise A: 
 
<html><head> 
<B><title>Exercise A</title></B> 
<H1>Mona Dhillon</H1> 
</head> 
<body text="white"> 
<body bgcolor="black"> 
<li>Course 1 
<li>Course 2 
<li>Course 3 
<br> 
<br> 
<hr width="75%" align="center" 
<pre><b>April 9, 2003</b></pre>  
</body> 
</html> 
 
 
<html><head> 
<title>Exercise A</title> 
<center> 
<font color="red"> 
<H1>Mona Dhillon</H1> 
</font> 
<center> 
</head> 
<body text="white"> 
<body bgcolor="black"> 
<center> 
<li>Course 1 
<li>Course 2 
<li>Course 3 
<center> 
<br> 
<br> 
<hr width="75%" align="center" 
<pre><i><font color="yellow">April 9, 2003</font></i></pre> 
</body> 
</html> 
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Steps to create a Web page: 
 
1. Set up space on Internet web server to put the web page. 
2. Create the web page at local computer (save in hard drive, floppy disc, etc). 
3. Publish the web page to Internet space. 
4. Enjoy visiting the page from anywhere! 
 
1. Set up space on Internet web server to put the web page. 
There are plenty of websites that provide free web space for personal users.  Search for “free web 
site hosting” in www.yahoo.com for a list of them.  Examples include Yahoo! GeoCities, 
ProHosting, etc. 
 
GW provides space of 60 Megabytes at the Academic UNIX machine (Acad) for personal web 
site.  Follow the steps here to set up space at Acad: 
 

1. (Should have done at beginning of semester) Set up Acad (UNIX) account at 
http://helpdesk.gwu.edu/helpdesk/accounts/index.html 

2. Telnet and log into your Acad account. The hostname for Acad is acad.gwu.edu 
(go to next page for details) 
 

Click on the Start button which is located in the lower left corner 
of your screen then click on Run... 

 
 

The Run window will now appear on your 
screen. At this time, type in telnet and 
then click on OK . 
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The telnet window will now appear on your computer 
screen. Click on Connect which is located in the upper 
left corner of your telnet window. Choose Remote 
System by clicking on it.  

 

After the connect box has appeared, type in the following:  
 
Host Name: acad.gwu.edu 
 
Port: telnet 
 
Term Type: vt100  
 
Now, click on Connect  

 
 

After a few seconds you will see the following screen:  

 
At the login prompt, type in your GWMail login  and then your GWMail password.  
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3. In your Acad accout, create a directory called public_html  and set the proper 
permissions for web site. How to create that folder: At the UNIX prompt, type the 
following command, and press enter/return: 

fix_html 
 

4. Now your account is all set to go for web page publishing 
 
 
2. Create the web page at local computer (save in hard drive, floppy disc, etc). 
 
There are many HTML editors (some of them are free).  Search for “HTML editor” in Yahoo! 
for a list of them.  Some of the popular ones include Macromedia Dreamweaver, Microsoft 
FrontPage, and Netscape Composer. 
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Creating a new web page using Microsoft FrontPage 
 
1. Start Microsoft Frontpage 
2. In the blank page, type: ”Hi.  Welcome to my homepage!” 
3. Type in a brief introduction of yourself, including your email and your school (George 

Washington University), e.g.: “I’m a student of George Washington University.  I major in 
Information Systems.   

4. Create links to your email and to GW’s web site.  Note: for link to email, you need to add 
“mailto:” before your email address. 

5. Insert a GW logo into your page 
6. Add a link to GW’s web site to the GW logo you just inserted. 
7. Enter page title, description, keywords in Page properties in File menu. 
8. Change page background to a color of your choice, or use an image as a background (in Page 

properties) 
9. Save the file as “index.html”.  Note: the first page that online audience will see is the 

index.html file.  When saving HTML files, be sure to avoid spaces in file names. Also, the 
files are cAsE SenSitIvE. 

10. Once you are happy with what you have, you ready for the next step, which is publishing the 
page.  
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3. Publish the web page to Internet space. 
You can use Netscape Composer to publish the web pages as instructed below, or you can use 
FTP (File Transfer Protocol) software to publish the pages. 
 
Option 1:  WS_FTP 
http://helpdesk.gwu.edu/helpdesk/manuals/shell.html 
 

WS_FTP - Acad File transfers for Windows 

Introduction  
 
FTP Stands for File Transfer Protocol. FTP is a means of transferring files from your computer 
[floppy drive or hard drive] to a remote computer such as Acad or vice versa.  
 
Running WS_FTP 
 
To run WS_FTP, click on the START button, then Programs menu, then WS_FTP menu, and 
finally click on WS_FTP icon.  

 

 
CONNECTING TO ACAD - acad.gwu.edu 

Once WS_FTP starts, the following 
window will appear on your screen.  
 
Here, fill in the following:  
 
1. Profile Name: is a way to save 
your settings for future use, 
especially if you are connecting to 
more than one remote system. You 
may leave field blank if you like.  
 
2. Host Name/Address: 
acad.gwu.edu 
 
3. Host Type: Automatic detect 
 
4. User ID: Your GWMail User ID 
(I am using btunca because that is 
my User ID) 
 
5. Password: Your GWMail 
password 
 
6. Click on OK  or hit Enter  
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This image 
shows a 
successful 
connection. 
The Local 
System 
[your 
floppy 
drive or 
hard drive] 
is in the left 
column. 
The 
Remote 
Site is in 
the right 
column.  
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CHANGING BETWEEN FOLDERS 

7. You can 
change to 
folders by 
either: 
 
• Double 
clicking the 
folder icon 
in either 
column ... 
or ... 
 
• ... 
Clicking on 
the ChgDir  
buttons, if 
you know 
the full 
path ... or ... 
 
• ... Double 
clicking on 
the drive 
icons, and 
then 
finding 
your file ... 
or ... 

 

• ... Double clicking on the green up-arrows - this will take you one level up in the directory 
structure. 
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UPLOADING FILES 

8. To 
upload a 
file or more 
to the 
Remote 
Site, simply 
select the 
file or files 
as shown. 
 
9. Click the 
Binary  
radio 
button 
(circled in 
red). 
 
10. Click 
the arrow 
pointing to 
the right to 
upload your 
files 
(circled in 
red). 

 

You may also drag-n-drop files on to the Remote Site on the right hand side to upload your files.  
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DOWNLOADING FILES 

8. To 
download a 
file or from 
the Remote 
Site, simply 
select the 
file or files 
as shown. 
 
9. Click the 
Binary  
radio 
button 
(circled in 
red). 
 
10. Click 
the arrow 
pointing to 
the left to 
download 
your files 
(circled in 
red).   
Quitting The Program 
 
11. Click on the Exit  button [in the lower right corner of the WS_FTP window] to quit the program. 
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Option 2:  SSH Secure Shell Client   
http://helpdesk.gwu.edu/helpdesk/manuals/shell.html 
 

1. Connecting To Remote Host 

1.1 Start SSH Secure Shell by clicking on Start > Programs > SSH Secure Shell > Secure Shell 
Client.  

 
1.2 Now, click on Quick Connect as shown or press Enter or Space bar to start a connection and 
bring up a Connect to Remote Host window:  

 
1.3 In the Connect to Remote Host window, enter the following: 

 

Host Name: acad.gwu.edu  
User Name: your GWMail username  
Port Number: 22 (leave as is) 
Authentication Method: Keyboard Interactive  

and click on Connect or press Enter and you will be prompted for your GWMail password, as 
shown below:  
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NOTE:  GWMail (EMail) and Acad usernames and passwords are the same.  

 

1.4 and press OK at the Enter Authentication Response window:  

 

to be taken to your Acad UNIX prompt.  

 
2. Uploading Files 

SSH Secure Shell has SFTP built into it, hence you do not need a second FTP client nor do you 
need to login a second time if you've already logged in as mentioned above. 

2.1 In order to transfer files, click on the File Transfer Window (circled) icon on the SSH Secure 
Shell tool bar: 

 

and the following FTP window will appear (if you are already logged in as shown above):  
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You may use this window to upload files by simply dragging and dropping them into this window. 
You may also browse for files by clicking on the Upload button (circled above).  

 
3.0 Downloading Files 

Downloading files works the same way as uploading them, except you proceed in the reverse 
direction. For example, below, I am in my public_html directory and have high-lighted two files - 
gw.jpg and index.html for download. 

3.1 To download files, you may drag and drop the files from the right window below to any 
location on your computer. You may also select multiple files and folders and click on the 
download button (circled) and ... 

 

... then specify where you want those files saved on your computer as show below:  
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4.0 Creating Profiles 

Profiles are like shortcuts where you can specify usernames, server names, and several other 
settings. Profiles come in handy if you connect to several UNIX servers or have several accounts 
on a UNIX server.  

4.1 To add a profile, click on the Profiles button and select Add Profile... (circled) as show below 
and 

 

and you will be promoted to name the profile. Here, I chose to name it Btunca, my username, but 
you may name it anything. Once done, click Add Current Connection to Profiles. 
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4.2 Once you have created the profile, you may edit it by clicking on Profiles and then Edit 
Profiles... (circled) 

 

The following window allows you to edit your Profiles: 

 

In most cases, you don't have to modify any setting except for host name and user name. 
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Enjoy visiting the page from anywhere! 
Open a web browser such as Netscape Navigator or Internet Explorer and type in the address bar: 
 
http://home.gwu.edu/~username/filename.html 
 
e.g. http://home.gwu.edu/~lilyxiao/index.html 
 
 
Editing an existing web page: 
 
When you open a page in a web browser such as Internet Explorer, go to File menu, then select 
“edit with MicroSoft Office FrontPage” to edit it in FrontPage.  Make sure you save the file at 
the same location on your computer all the time to avoid redundancy. 
 
Web page template and creating multiple-page web site: 
Before creating multiple web pages, it’s wise to design a template with common elements to 
those pages, such as common logos, links to each page, link to your email, etc.  Then you can 
save the template into different file names and enter individualized content in each page. 
 
Web page template and creating multiple-page web site: 
Provide step-by-step guide and useful resources such as image bank and tutorials  
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Listing Your Web Pages on GW's Elist 

Follow these directions to add or remove your home page listed on GW's Elist at 
http://home.gwu.edu/~elist/:  
 
Note: Do this after you have setup your web page and uploaded it to Acad and set the proper 
file permissions. 

 

1. Telnet and log into Acad, the host name is acad.gwu.edu.  
 
2. To add your page: At the unix prompt type the following four (4) commands in succession and 
press the enter/return key after each command ...  
 cd  
 
 cd public_html 
 
 touch .public 
 
 chmod 644 .public 
... and your Page will be listed within 24 hours.  
 
2. To remove your page, simply remove the .public file using the following three (3) commands:  
 cd 
 
 cd public_html 
 
 rm .public 
... and your page will be removed in 24 hrs.  

 
Design and Develop a Web Site: 
 
Reference: http://helpdesk.gwu.edu/helpdesk/manuals/ 
 
General Design Advice (Corporate Web Development by Dr. John Artz) 
 
·  Plan ahead, develop a storyboard, think about directory structure 
·  Set up page standards, consistent general look and feel 
·  Plan for periodic content update 
·  See how it looks printed out 
·  Ask people to view pages and comment 
·  Try not to look like an amateur 
 
 

Quick Notes: 
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To publish a page in WS_FTP: you need your user name, and password 
 
To change the permissions of a new page or object in Unix: 
type fix_html in Unix promt. 
 
To create a link to another webpage that you have created: 
http://home.gwu.edu/~username/filename.html 
 
Show how to insert an image to the page. (show how to insert one that is already saved on the 
disk, and how to download off the Internet, and put it in the page.)  
 
Web Animation 
www.cartoonwavs.com 
http://www.killersites.com/ 
 

Background: http://www.webniche.com/index3.html
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  HTML Cheat sheet 
(www.webmonkey.com) 

 
Basic Tags 
<html></html>  
Creates an HTML document  

<head></head> 
Sets off the title and other information that isn't displayed on the Web page itself 
<body></body> 
Sets off the visible portion of the document 
  
  
Header Tags 
<title></title>  
Puts the name of the document in the title bar  
  
Body Attributes  
<body bgcolor=?> 
Sets the background color, using name or hex value 
<body text=?> 
Sets the text color, using name or hex value 
<body link=?> 
Sets the color of links, using name or hex value 
<body vlink=?> 
Sets the color of followed links, using name or hex value 
<body alink=?> 
Sets the color of links on click 
  
Text Tags 
<pre></pre> 
Creates preformatted text 
<hl></hl> 
Creates the largest headline 
<h6></h6> 
Creates the smallest headline 
<b></b> 
Creates bold text 
<i></i> 
Creates italic text 
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<tt></tt>  
Creates teletype, or typewriter-style text 
<cite></cite> 
Creates a citation, usually italic 
<em></em> 
Emphasizes a word (with italic or bold) 
<strong></strong>  
Emphasizes a word (with italic or bold) 
<font size=?></font> 
Sets size of font, from 1 to 7) 
<font color=?></font> 
Sets font color, using name or hex value 
  
Links  
<a href="URL"></a>  
Creates a hyperlink 
<a href="mailto:EMAIL"></a>  
Creates a mailto link 
<a name="NAME"></a>  
Creates a target location within a document 
<a href="#NAME"></a>  
Links to that target location from elsewhere in the document 
  
Formatting  
<p></p> 
Creates a new paragraph 
<p align=?> 
Aligns a paragraph to the left, right, or center 
<br>  
Inserts a line break 
<blockquote></blockquote>  
Indents text from both sides 
<dl></dl> 
Creates a definition list 
<dt> 
Precedes each definition term 
<dd> 
Precedes each definition 
<ol></ol> 
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Creates a numbered list 
<li></li>  
Precedes each list item, and adds a number 
<ul></ul> 
Creates a bulleted list 
<div align=?> 
A generic tag used to format large blocks of HTML, also used for stylesheets 
  
Graphical Elements  
<img src="name">  
Adds an image 
<img src="name" align=?> 
Aligns an image: left, right, center; bottom, top, middle 
<img src="name" border=?> 
Sets size of border around an image 
<hr>  
Inserts a horizontal rule 
<hr size=?> 
Sets size (height) of rule 
<hr width=?>  
Sets width of rule, in percentage or absolute value 
<hr noshade> 
Creates a rule without a shadow 
   
Tables  
<table></table> 
Creates a table 
<tr></tr>  
Sets off each row in a table 
<td></td> 
Sets off each cell in a row 
<th></th> 
Sets off the table header (a normal cell with bold, centered text) 
  
Table Attributes   
<table border=#> 
Sets width of border around table cells 
<table cellspacing=#> 
Sets amount of space between table cells 
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<table cellpadding=#> 
Sets amount of space between a cell's border and its contents 
<table width=# or %> 
Sets width of table — in pixels or as a percentage of document width 
<tr align=?> or <td align=?> 
Sets alignment for cell(s) (left, center, or right) 
<tr valign=?> or <td valign=?> 
Sets vertical alignment for cell(s) (top, middle, or bottom) 
<td colspan=#> 
Sets number of columns a cell should span 
<td rowspan=#> 
Sets number of rows a cell should span (default=1) 
<td nowrap> 
Prevents the lines within a cell from being broken to fit 
  
Frames  
<frameset></frameset> 
Replaces the <body> tag in a frames document; can also be nested in other framesets 
<frameset rows="value,value"> 
Defines the rows within a frameset, using number in pixels, or percentage of w idth 
<frameset cols="value,value"> 
Defines the columns within a frameset, using number in pixels, or percentage of width 
<frame> 
Defines a single frame — or region — within a frameset 
<noframes></noframes> 
Defines what will appear on browsers that don't support frames 
  
Frames Attributes  
<frame src="URL">  
Specifies which HTML document should be displayed 
<frame name="name"> 
Names the frame, or region, so it may be targeted by other frames 
<frame marginwidth=#> 
Defines the left and right margins for the frame; must be equal to or greater than 1 
<frame marginheight=#> 
Defines the top and bottom margins for the frame; must be equal to or greater than 1 
<frame scrolling=VALUE>  
Sets whether the frame has a scrollbar; value may equal "yes," "no," or "auto." The default, as in 
ordinary documents, is auto. 
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<frame noresize> 
Prevents the user from resizing a frame 
  
Forms  
For functional forms, you'll have to run a CGI script. The HTML just creates the appearance of 
a form.  

<form></form>  
Creates all forms 
<select multiple name="NAME" size=?></select> 
Creates a scrolling menu. Size sets the number of menu items visible before you need to scroll. 
<option> 
Sets off each menu item 
<select name="NAME"></select> 
Creates a pulldown menu 
<option> 
Sets off each menu item 
<textarea name="NAME" cols=40 rows=8></textarea> 
Creates a text box area. Columns set the width; rows set the height. 
<input type="checkbox" name="NAME">  
Creates a checkbox. Text follows tag. 
<input type="radio" name="NAME" value="x">  
Creates a radio button. Text follows tag 
<input type=text name="foo" size=20> 
Creates a one-line text area. Size sets length, in characters. 
<input type="submit" value="NAME">  
Creates a Submit button 
<input type="image" border=0 name="NAME" src="name.gif">  
Creates a Submit button using an image 
<input type="reset">  
Creates a Reset button 
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Additional Information on UNIX Commands (Optional Handout) 
 
What is UNIX?  

UNIX is an operating system that originated at Bell Labs in 1969 as an interactive 
time-sharing system. Ken Thompson and Dennis Ritchie are considered the 
inventors of UNIX. The name (pronounced YEW-nihks) was a pun based on an 
earlier system, Multics. In 1974, UNIX became the first operating system written 
in the C language. UNIX operating systems are used in widely-sold workstation 
products from Sun Microsystems, Silicon Graphics, IBM, and a number of other 
companies. UNIX is an important element in the development of the Internet and 
the reshaping of computing as centered in networks rather than in individual 
computers. Linux, a UNIX derivative distributed as "free software," is increasing 
in popularity as an alternative to proprietary operating systems.  
[This information is courtesy of www.whatis.com]  

 
 
How do I get to my UNIX prompt from my GWIS2 account?  

Your GWIS2 account is a UNIX account. To get to a UNIX prompt, first login to 
your GWIS2 account via telnet or modem. Once in your account, goto option 10. 
Shell: Exit GWIS2 menus to a UNIX shell.  

 
 
How do I return to the Main Menu?  
By typing menu at the UNIX prompt, you will return to the GWIS Main Menu.   
 
How do I log off of my UNIX account?  

1. From the UNIX command prompt type bye, logout or exit.  

2. You should always log out. Simply disconnecting your connection can create problems. If 
you do not logout, when you reconnect, bye from the prompt or x from the menus will 
close all of your open connections.  

 
 
How `bout some basic UNIX commands, huh?  

Below is a listing of some basic UNIX commands. UNIX is very sensitive when it 
comes to character cases. All UNIX commands I have seen are in lower case. 
Some commands have upper case options.  

 

Command What this command does 

man 
 
Example: 

This followed by any UNIX command, displays a `manual' page for that 
command. This manual shows you usage and other options.  
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man ls this displays the man pages for the ls command.  

ls  
 
ls -a  
 
ls -l  
 
ls -F  
 
ls -alF 

Lists files in your UNIX directory. 
 
-a option lists all of your files  
 
-l displays a long list of your files  
 
-F lists a full  description of your files  
 
These options can be combined together 

mkdir 
 
Example:  
mkdir 
public_html 

create [make] a directory 
 
makes a directory called public_html 

rmdir  
 
Example: 
rmdir Test 

remove/delete a directory 
 
removes the directory Test. Note that the directory must be empty before it is 
removed/deleted.  
 
Directories cannot be undeleted. 

rm 
 
Example: 
rm Test_File.txt 

remove/delete file 
 
remove file called Test_File.txt. Note files cannot be undeleted.  

pwd displays Present Working Directory 
This displays your current directory. 

pilot starts a file management utility. You can use this to delete, rename, edit, move, 
etc...files. 

mv 
 
Example: 
mv myfile ~/mail  
 
mv myfile 
yourfile 

move files from location to another.  
Can also be used to rename files  
 
This moves the file myfile to the mail directory.  
 
This renames myfile to yourfile 

cp 
 
Example: 
cp thisfile ~/mail 

copy files 
 
Copies the file thisfile to the mail directory 
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cd 
 
Example: 
cd ~/mail 

change directory. Simply typing cd, returns you to your root directory.  
 
This command takes you to your mail directory  

pico 
 
Example: 
 
pico index.html 

This invokes a UNIX based text editor. You can follow the pico command by a 
file name. If that file exists, pico will open that file. If that file does not exist, 
pico will create a new file.  
 
this opens the file index.html in pico. 

 
 
How do I become a UNIX winne?  

The honest answer is: I don't know! But reading a lot of books on UNIX and practising helps. 
These days, LINUX - UNIX for PCs and MACs - is available at most computer stores and also 

on the internet. So, you might want to go the LINUX way. Good luck! 
  

 
 


