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This course examines the literature on interest group formation and influence.  Although it focuses primarily upon the American politics literature we also will discuss both normative and formal theory and examine interest groups in a comparative context.  

Books:

The following books may be available in the bookstore and elsewhere—for example, Amazon.com, bibliofind.com, follett.com, varsitybooks.com, etc. 

1. Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups  (Harvard, 1965).

2. E.E. Schattschneider, The Semisovereign People: A Realist’s View of Democracy in America (Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1975 [1960]).

3. Saul D. Alinsky, Rules for Radicals: A Pragmatic Primer for Realistic Radicals (New York: Vintage, 1972). 

4. Albert O. Hirschman, Exit, Voice, and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms, Organizations, and States (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1970).

Recommended: 

5. Albert O. Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism Before Its Triumph (Princeton: Princeton University, 1977). 

Most of our readings are in journals or in edited volumes.  For those that appear in 7-8 of the major journals you may acquire free, clean, copies via JSTOR—the URL is www.jstor.org. 

Requirements


The fundamental requirement for this course, like all graduate courses, is a careful reading of the assigned materials in preparation for informed discussion during each week’s meeting. No matter how accomplished the additional work, a student who does not participate effectively cannot expect to earn a top grade in the course. Beyond course participation (20 percent) students also will be evaluated based upon written work—two short papers/critiques (20 percent) and a longer paper (45 percent) to be specified—and a final examination (15 percent).

Schedule
1. Jan. 15: 
Introduction

2. Jan. 22: 
The Theory of Interests I

(Hand out first paper/critique assignment.)

David Hume, Essays Moral, Political, and Literary, T.H. Green and T.H. Grose, eds. (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1875 [c1740]), Essay IV-VI, VIII, XVI.

James Madison, The Federalist Papers No. 10 and 47-51 (1787-88).

Alexis deToqueville, Democracy in America. J. P. Mayer, ed. New York: Doubleday Anchor, [1835] 1969. Volume I, Part II, Chaps. 2 (Parties) and 4 (Associations) and Volume II, Part II, Chaps 5-8 (Associations, Self Interest ).

Albert O. Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests: Political Arguments for Capitalism Before Its Triumph (Princeton: Princeton University, 1977), Introduction and Part I. 

Also recommended: Jane J. Mansbridge, “The Rise and Fall of Self-Interest in the Explanation of Political Life.” In Beyond Self-Interest. Jane Mansbridge, ed. Chicago: University of Chicago, 1990). 

3. Jan. 29:
The Theory of Interests II

John C. Calhoun, Disquisition on Government (1851) [It’s pretty short, read through the whole thing].

Earl Latham, “The Group Basis of Politics,” American Political Science Review 46 (June 1952): 376-396.

David C. Truman, The Governmental Process (New York: Knopf, 1951), Chaps 1-3, and 16.

E.E. Schattschneider, The Semisovereign People: A Realists View of Democracy in America (Hinsdale, Ill: Dryden Press, 1975 [1960]). 

4. Feb. 5: 
The Theory of Interests III:

(First paper/critique assignment do no later than today.) 

G. David Garson, “On the Origins of Interest-Group Theory: A Critique of a Process,” American Political Science Review 4 (December 1974): 1505-1519.

Robert Paul Wolff, “Beyond Tolerance,” in A Critique of Pure Tolerance, ed. Robert Paul Wolff, Barrington Moore Jr., and Herbert Marcuse (Boston: Beacon Press, 1965). 

Theodore J. Lowi, The End of Liberalism (New York: Norton, 1969), Chaps. 1-3. 

Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1965), Chap. 5. 

C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite (New York: Oxford University Press, 1959), Chaps. 11-12. 

Saul D. Alinsky, Rules for Radicals (New York: Vintage, 1972), Prologue and Chap. 1.

5. Feb. 12:
Interest Group Dynamics: Formation 

David Truman, Chap. 4. 

Saul Alinsky, Chaps. 2-6.

Mancur Olson, Chaps. 1, 2, and 6.

Peter Clark and James Q. Wilson, “Incentive Systems: A Theory of Organization.” Administrative Science Quarterly 6 (September 1961): 129-166.

Robert Salisbury, “An Exchange Theory of Interest Groups.” Midwest Journal of Political Science 13 (February 1969): 1-32. 

Theda Skocpol, Marshall Ganz, and Ziad Munson, “A Nation of Organizers: The Institutional Origins of Civic Volunteerism in the United States.” American Political Science Review 94 (September 2000): 527-546. 

6. Feb. 19: 
Interest Group Dynamics: Membership 

(Hand out second paper/critique assignment.)

John Mark Hansen, “The Political Economy of Group Membership.” American Political Science Review 79 (March 1985): 79-96.

Lawrence Rothenberg, “Organizational Maintenance and the Retention Decision in Groups.” American Political Science Review 82 ( December 1988): 1129-1152. 

Jack L. Walker, “The Origins and Maintenance of Interest Groups in America.” American Political Science Review 77 (June 1983): 390-406.

Albert O. Hirschman, Exit, Voice and Loyalty: Responses to Decline in Firms, Organizations, and States (Cambridge: Harvard, 1970), especially Chaps 1-4, and 7. 

Scott Ainsworth and Itai Sened, “The Role of Lobbyists: Entrepreneurs with Two Audiences.” American Journal of Political Science. 37 (August 1993): 834-866.

7. Feb. 26: 
Interest Group Dynamics: Representation

Lucig H. Danielian and Benjamin I. Page,  “The Heavenly Chorus: Interest  Group Voices on TV News.” American Journal of Political Science. 38 (November 1994): 1056-1078.

Arthur T. Denzau and Michael C. Munger,  “Legislators and Interest Groups: How Unorganized Interests get Represented.”  American Political Science Review.  80  (March 1986): 89-106.

Robert H. Salisbury, “Interest Representation: The Dominance of Institutions.”  American Political Science Review.  78 (March 1984): 64-76.

John P. Heinz, Edward O. Laumann, Robert H. Salisbury, and Robert L. Nelson,  “Inner Circles or Hollow Cores? Elite Networks in National Policy Systems.”  Journal of Politics. 52 (May 1990): 356-390.

Hugh Heclo, “Issue Networks and the Executive Establishment.” In The New American Political System. Ed. Anthony King (Washington, D.C.: American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, 1978): 87-124. 

See also:

Norman R. Luttbeg and Harmon Zeigler, “Attitude Consensus and Conflict in an Interest Group: An Assessment of Cohesion.” American Political Science Review. 60 (September 1966): 655-666. 

Herbert McClosky, Paul J. Hoffmann, and Rosemary O'Hara “Issue Conflict and Consensus Among Party Leaders and Followers.” American Political Science Review. 54 (June 1960): 406-427.

8. March 5: 
Interest Group Dynamics: Influence

(Second paper/critique due no later than today.)

William S. Gamson, Power and Discontent (Homewood, Ill.: Dorsey Press, 1968), Chaps. 4 and 5. 

James G. March, “An Introduction to the Theory and Measurement of Influence.” American Political Science Review 49 (June 1955): 431-451.

Richard A. Smith, “Interest Group Influence in the U.S. Congress.” Legislative Studies Quarterly. 20 (February 1995): 89-139. 

Lester M. Salamon and John J. Siegfried, “Economic Power and Political Influence: The Impact of Industry Structure on Public Policy.” American Political Science Review. 71 (September 1977): 1026-1043.

Richard A. Smith, “Advocacy, Interpretation, and Influence in the U.S. Congress.” American Political Science Review. 78 (March 1984): 44-63.

9. March 12:
Interest Group Strategies and Tactics: I

Saul Alinsky, Chaps 7-9.

Jonathan Alter, “It’s Your Funeral.” The New Republic. March 8, 1980. 

John Bacheller, “Lobbyists and the Legislative Process.” American Political Science Review. 

Marie Hojnacki and David C. Kimball, “Organized Interests and the Decision of Whom to Lobby in Congress.” American Political Science Review. 92 (December 1998): 775-790. 

David Austen-Smith and John R. Wright, “Counteractive Lobbying.” American Journal of Political Science. 38 (February 1994): 25-44. 

Randall S. Kroszner and Thomas Stratmann, “Interest-Group Competition and the Organization of Congress: Theory and Evidence from Financial Services’ Political Action Committees.” American Economic Review. 88 (Dec. 1998): 1163-1187. 

10.  March 26: 
Interest Group Strategies and Tactics: II

Richard L. Hall and Frank W. Wayman, “Buying Time: Moneyed Interests and the Mobilization of Bias in Congressional Committees.” American Political Science Review. 84 (September 1990): 797-820.

Nolan McCarty and Lawrence S. Rothenberg, “Commitment and the Campaign Contribution Contract.” American Journal of Political Science. 40 (August  1996): 872-904.

Thomas Romer and James M. Snyder, Jr. “An Empirical Investigation of the Dynamics of PAC Contributions.” American Journal of Political Science. 38 (August 1994): 745-769.

John R. Wright, “PACs, Contributions, and Roll Calls: An Organizational Perspective.” American Political Science Review. 79 (June 1985): 400-414.

11. April 2:
Interest Group Strategies and Tactics III 

Karen Orren, “Standing to Sue: Interest Group Conflict in the Federal Courts.” American Political Science Review. 70 (September 1976): 723-741. 

Gregory A. Caldeira and John R. Wright, “Amici Curiae Before the Supreme Court: Who Participates, When, and How Much.” Journal of Politics. 52 (August 1990): 782-806.

Gregory A. Caldeira and John R. Wright “Organized Interests and Agenda Setting in the U.S. Supreme Court.” American Political Science Review. 82 (December 1988): 1109-1127. 

12. April 9: 
Lobbying and the Executive Branch

Mark A. Peterson, “The Presidency and Organized Interests: White House Patterns of Interest Group Liaison.” American Political Science Review. 86 (September 1992): 612-625.

Jeffrey E. Cohen. “The Dynamics of the "Revolving Door" on the FCC.” American Journal of Political Science. 30 (November 1986): 689-708.

Joel D. Aberbach and Bert A. Rockman. “Bureaucrats and Clientele Groups: A View from Capitol Hill.” American Journal of Political Science. 22 (November 1978): 818-832.

Mathew D. McCubbins and Thomas Schwartz, “Congressional Oversight Overlooked: Police Patrols versus Fire Alarms.” 28 American Journal of Political Science (February 1984): 165-179.

Steven J. Balla. “Political and Organizational Determinants of Bureaucratic Responsiveness.” 28 American Politics Quarterly (April 2000): 163-193.  

13. April 26: 
Interest Groups in Comparative Perspective 

Phillipe Schmitter, “Still the Century of Corporatism?” Review of Politics. 36  (January 1974): 85-131.

Frank L. Wilson, “French Interest Group Politics: Pluralist or Neocorporatist?” American Political Science Review. 77 (December 1983): 895-910. 

Howard J. Wiarda, “Toward a Framework for the Study of Political Change in the Iberic-Latin Tradition: The Corporative Model.” World Politics. 25 (Jan., 1973): 206-235.

H. Gordon Skilling, “Interest Groups and Communist Politics Revisited.” World Politics. 36 (October 1983): 1-27. 

Richard Jankowski, “Preference Aggregation in Political Parties and Interest Groups: A Synthesis of Corporatist and Encompassing Organization Theory.” American Journal of Political Science. 32 (February 1988): 105-125.

14. April 30:
Conclusions

Stuff you should be able to cite (but will probably never read):

Arthur F. Bentley, The Process of Government (1908). [Truman before he was born.]

Mary Parker Follett, The New State: Group Organization The Solution of Popular Government (1918). [More famous for her book on the Speaker; a pluralist, world government, tract.]

Peter Odegard, Pressure Politics: The Study of the Anti-Saloon League (1928). [Early advocate of what later becomes cozy little, or iron triangles.]

E. Pendleton Herring, Group Representation Before Congress (1929). [Ditto I.]

E.E. Schattschneider, Politics, Pressures, and the Tariff (1935). [Ditto II.]

Oliver Garceau, The Political Life of the American Medical Association (1941).

V.O. Key, Jr., Politics, Parties, & Pressure Groups (1942). [Ditto III.]

David Truman, The Governmental Process (1951). [Get it? governmental process? process of government? See Bentley above….]

Raymond A. Bauer, Ithiel de Sola Pool, and Lewis Anthony Dexter, American Business & Public Policy: The Politics of Foreign Trade (1963).

“American Business, Public Policy, Case-Studies, and Political Theory                  American Business and Public Policy: The Politics of Foreign Trade.” By Raymond A. Bauer; Ithiel de Sola Pool; Lewis A. Dexter. Review author[s]: Theodore J. Lowi. World Politics. 16 (July 1964)

Grant McConnell, Private Power and American Democracy. New York: Knopf, 1966.

J. Leiper Freeman. The Political Process: Executive Bureau – Legislative Committees Relations (New York: Random House, 1964).  [Policy subsystems.]

Douglass Cater . Power in Washington: A Critical Look at Today’s Struggle to Govern in the Nation’s Capital.  New York: Random House, 1964. [Subgovernments.]

Earnest F. Griffith. Congress: Its Contemporary Role. New York: University Press, 1951. [Whirlpools.]

